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Message from the Mayor

We will work to create the future of Minamishimabara---City with
you.

Minamishimabara City is in its second year since its
incorporation when 8 cities of Minamitakaki District, Fukae-cho,
Futsu-cho, Arie-cho, Nishi-Arie-cho, Kita-Arima-cho, Minami-
Arima-cho, Kuchinotsu-cho, and Kazusa-cho merged on March
31, 2006.
Located to the southeast of Mt. Unzen, the City is blessed with
sunny, mild climate and vast green land, beautiful coastlines
formed by Ariake Sea to the south and Tachibana Bay, and its
wonderful natural environment that is designated as part of
Unzen-Amakusa National Park.
The City also prides its historical background. In January 2007,
“Churches and Related Properties of Christianity in Nagasaki”,
which includes the remains of Hara Castle, a government-
designated historic sites, the site of Hinoe Castle, and the
Christian gravestone in Nishi-Arie-cho, has been added to the
Tentative List of World Heritage Sites in Japan that the Agency
for Cultural Affairs will submit to UNESCO. It is our goal to make
known throughout the nation that these historic remains are
“treasures of Minamishimabara City (our hometown), and
prospective world heritage”, to increase awareness about
preserving our cultural assets, and to establish tourist routes
utilizing these valuable properties that we can take pride in both
domestically and internationally. Meanwhile, Minamishimabara
City is a major agricultural development area that supports the
agriculture of Nagasaki Prefecture, but also inherits a large
variety of industries including tourism, fishery, marine product
processing, and somen noodle industry. We will also work to
promote these industries and to establish a Minamishimabara
brand to add values to our products.
Based on voices of our citizens, it is my mission to develop a 10
-year Comprehensive Plan to define where we are heading and
to take actions in creating an active city. | will strive to enhance
the mutual understanding between the citizens, and together
create a cheerful and comfortable environment. Your
understanding and cooperation is essential.

March 2007
Tsuguyoshi Matsushima
Mayor of Minamishimabara City
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